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Manifeſt in Seven TREATISES. 


; a5 3 
(A > * ' Contery 2 — Mettings. 
as A 4. The Difference between the True and Filſe 
Church in Doctrine and Diſcipline, 
F. Concerning Parents and Children. 
6. Concerning Chriſtian Duties. 
7. A daily Direction to dwell in Heaven, 


The rience, Benefit and Advantage theſe Seven ſmall 
Treatiſes have been to me in life and Practice, and hoping they 

may be ſo to ſome others: though 1 am the meaneſt ofthe Ser- 

« ants; yet I have received'a Talent, which if 1 ſhould hide, I 
_ fear, my Maſter will take it away. - The ſerious Conſideration 
of theſe things; together with Gods — and Aſfiſtsnce 
of his good Spirit, have occaſioned the publiſhing of this little 
Book : © edicd | is fitted for all people, old and young. 


circumſpetily, not as Te, but as ph redeeming the time , 7 
— 2 Epbeſ. 5. 15. As 


"of Prayer. 
Hat are the Prayers that Chriſtians are to uſe ? 
2 2 W Anſ' There is Prayer in the Heatt, without 
Words PF. as F of Nebemiah, * and 2% = 
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rits Groans, Nom. 8. and there is Prayer in the Spirit, and Volce 
with Words outwardly : as Pſa, 3. Hearken to the voice of my... 
cry, my King and my God; for unto thee do I pray. | 
© neſt, 2. When is the time of ttue Prayer? . | 

Anſ. When Gods Spirit moveth, quickeneth and liſteth np the - 

Heart to God : this is the right time of true Prayer; and there is 
no other. 

Que ſt. 3. Whether Prayer, Bleſſings, and Thankſgivings are to 

be uſed at Meals? 5 Wy | 
eAnſw. For Bleſſings, Prayer and Thankfſgivitgs with Heart 
and Voice at Meals we hav2 the example of Chriſt. - Deateronom. 
8:.10. God commanded, ſaying, When thow haſt eaten and 
filed thy ſelf, thou ſhalt bleſs the Lord thy God, Beware thou for- 
get not. foel 2. 26. Te ſhill eat md be ſum d, and ſhall praiſe the 
Name of the Lord; Ads. 3. 46. They exe chelr meer together with 
glader fo and ſinglent ſa of heart, praiſmg Fi Mark 6: When the 
multitude had eaten and were filled as Chriſt fet them down with 
| Thank ſgiving, ſo he ſent them away in order: but in Eæxod. 3 2. they 
ſet themſelves don to eat and drink, and roſe up to play: ie Lord 
ſaid unto Moſes, let me alone, for I will conſume them. 

Queſt. 4. Whether grieving Gods Spitit, and quenching his 
| motions , or want of Gods morions are the cauſe that Prayer ant 
| e not ufed by ſome ? Let us examine theſe two par- 

' , riculars: firſt, concerning Gods Motions : if any one ſhould ſay, 
| the reaſon why I do not give thanks with Heart and Voice at Meals, 
as Chriſt and his Apoſtles did, is becauſe I have no motions. 
Anſ. Gods Motions are never abſent, Revel, 3. 20. Bebold I 
ſtand at th: door and knock; it is in the preſent Tenſe: Cant. 5. 1. 
It is the Voice of my Beloved that knocketh : Palſam is is knocking, 
continually ſaying,open to me, my Siſter, my Head is filed with Dew, 
and my Locks with the Drops of the Night: Can any deny Gods 
patient waiting ? Job is commended for that he did not charge 
God fooliſhly. | 
Secondly, Examine Mans Anſwers, whether Man hath not grie- 
ved Gods Spirit, and quenched his Motions by Diſobedience: 
Cant. 3 1. In ny bedty night I ſought him whom my Soul loved, I 
ſoug hi him but I found him not: No, not in ihy Bed, at reſt, ſatisfied: 
why ſhould I pray? Thave no motions: why, wouldſt thou have 
them in thy Bed, in the darknight? Gods Motions are to the * 
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A Aren of the light and of the day, that bearken, believe and obey, 
" Now let every particular examine, whether the ſtreightneſs is want 
of Gods motions, or Mans ſlighting Gods motions, being diſobe- 


dient to his lively knocks and calls? 
Ob. 1. Though God is always preſent with his motions, yetnot to 
pray always with words at meals. There's a deſire always ih hearts 


of Gods people after God, which is Gods motion, though they may 


«want words and utterance ſamezimes, Every Creature of God is 


if it be ſanctiſied by the Word of God ang Prayer. Offer the 

rifice of Praiſe always, which is the fruit pur Lips, Heb.13.15, 
The Hand of the diligent maketh rich, but #egligence and dilobe- 
dience may binder Prayer or other Bleſſiags. There bath been 
a long dark nigbt of Apoſtacy many hundred years, and the Wo- 
man fled into the Wilderneſs, bat is now coming out of the Wil- 
derneſs, leaning on her Beloved ; and hath need of Prayer and 
Miniftery, Precept upon Precept, Line upon Line, here à little and 
there 4 little; and ſo come through Forms and Words into Truth, 


Life and Power. 
1 to lay aſide all for- 
i. 


Ob. 2. Gods Miniſters have ta 


Anſ. Gods Miniſters never taught any not to pray at all 3 if 
the Devil, the old enemy of — can keep — in formal 
Prayers, or keep them out of all Prayers, he bath his point. ; 
ft. 5. Whether any Form of Prayer in a Book may be uſed 
at any time ? 
Anſ. 1. Chriſt ſaith, Mat. 6. when ye pray, ſay after this man- 
ner : Luk. ii. when ye pray, ſay, Our Father, &c. ſo it is a rule to 


pray, and a prayer to be ſaid, 


Anſ. 2. If any uſe this Prayer, being moved and aſſiſted by the 
gave it forth, it is uccepted of God : but beware 

thou uſe nat the Form without the Spirit ; that is, like a Body with- 
out a Soul, a Corps without Life, and who requires it at thy hand? 


Wait for the Spirit which God bath commanded thee to ask, and 


promiſed to give to them thar ask it; the ſame Spirit will give thee 
Words and Utterance: but if no Words be given, Sighs and 
Groars of the Spirit that cannot be uttered are accepted of the 


Lord. 


Queſt. s. Are we to pray and give thanks at Meals always? 
Anſ. We are to watch unto Prayer always , Epbeſ.6, 15.54 
A 2 de 
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be glad we have fo often opportunities to pray, and give than 


with joy, ſeeing the Lord doth ſo lovingly invite us, faying , 


rejoyce evermore , pray continually, in all things give thanks: : 


this is the Will of God. 


Neſt. 7. How doth true Prayer with the voice excel Prayer in 


the heart only ? 


Anſ. 1. True Prayer with the voice doth edifie and comfort 0- 
thers that are preſent, having unity with it, | 


2. True Prayer with the voice doth ftop-the falſe Charges of 


Enemies, who ſay Quakers do not pray at all, but withold Prayer 


from the Almighty , and are of no mg: their, Families are - 


under the Curſe, who will joyn to ſuch a Religion, 


I reply, firſt, This Charge is altogether faſſe: themſelves know - 


that Quakers pray both in publick and private: 

a. There is but one true Religion, and that the Quabers do 
own, practiſe, and defend — all oppoſers; and all others are 
of no Religion, but are in the Sects and Opinions. 


3. The Sets and Opinions know little what Quakers do about 


Religion, nor do they come to them, except it be to accuſe and in- 
form againſt them falſely. g 


4. All Words ſpoken in Prayer, without the motion of Gods + 
+ Sarit is Pharifaicat babling ; and all Families that uſe N . 


are not accepted of God; and who will joyn to them but the blind? 
Anſ. 3. Prayers with the Spirit and Voice are well - pleaſing to 
God, Can. 2 14. My Dove, thi art in the clefts of the Rock, and 


ſecret places of the Stairs , let me ſee thy Countenance, let me heay - 


ty Voice ; for ſweet is thy Voice, and thy Countenance it comely. A 
diligent preparedneſs and — 4 pray keepeth the Heart in 
goad frame, a true Prayer with the Voice is better than ſilence. 
Note, there are degrees in Prayer. 1. A ſenſe of Weakneſs, 2. 
Sighs and Groans, 3. Defires in the Heart to God. 4, Wordt in 
the Heart to Gol: Hanxab ſpake in her Heart, 5. Prayers and 


living Praiſes with the Voice outwardly, Pſal, 145; 21. 1 


Mouth ſball ſpeak. the Praiſes of the Lord, and let all fleſh bleſs his 
Name for ever and ever, | 
. OL If were ſure it was Gods motion to pray, I would never 
e lilent. . 
Anl. Who is obedient to the ſmalleſt motions ſhall have the 
more incomes : hut he that deipiſerh4he-day of ſmall things ſhall 


never. - 
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fever know greater:if the motionbe good,;and the heart upright to 
God, why ſhould any doubt? 7ebevab ſpeftar quod eſt in anime, 
the Lord beholdeth what is in the heart, 1 Sam, 16. e 


2: Concerning Holy Ditties on Firſt Dayt. 


He Scripture makes mention of Holy Days, New Moon and 
Sabbath Days, alſo of a Firſt Day, Lords Day, and Reft. 
Set. 1. Whether all theſe are to be obſerved by Chriſtians ? 
A/ The three firſt are of the hand-writing of Ordinances that 
Chriſt took out of the way, nailing them to his Croſs 3. being but 
a ſhadow of things to come, Col, 2. 14. 12 
Note, what confuſion there is among Preachers and Profeſſors 


— the Name of the Firſt Day z ſome call it S4 tharis 
Heatheniſh : ſome call it Sabbatbway, that is Jewiſh : alt 
it Lordi day, and ſo is every day the Lords: but ſome Jobs 
was raviſhed in Spirit on that day, but they have not which 
day of the week that was, The Zatiz word is correptive, from wy 
to ſnatch, or catch up: we that remain ſhall be caught ap; 1 Theſ. 


4-17. 2 Cor, 12: a man in'Chriſt, raptum in tertium #ſque Column, 
was caught up into the third Heaven; raptum fuiſſe it Paradiſum , 
caught up into Paradiſe , Joy of Heart, the Lords day: this is the - 
Day the Lord bath made, ſaid David, ler us be glad and rejoyce in 
ir, Pſ. 118. the day that Abraham rejoyced to ſee, and be ſaw it, c- 
was glad, Joh. 8.46. before Lords day was mentionedin Scripture,8 
before Scripture was written; raviſbed in Spirit ſigniſieth a Con- 
dition : if any can prove it a Natural Day, and- which. Day of the 
Week it was, let them do it. | 

4. There isa Firſt day wherein the Work of Piety-and Charity 
were practiſed by the Apoſtles and Primitive Ohriſtians, and to be 
eontinued every Firſt day. | 

5. There is a Lords day mentioned in Scripture, as before, Rev: - 
1. 10. 

6. There is a Reſt to the people of God; and he that bath en- 
tered into his Reſt hath ceaſed from his own Works, as God did 
from his: and-this is the ſubſtance whereof the Seventh day Sab 

bath was the Shadow. x 
Que ſt. a. What was the Practire of the Primitive Chriſtians ? 


Arſ. x, They did keep Meetings on Firſt days, waiting upon the 
Lord A 


— — — 


Lord (omerimes la ſilengg Ob I cry Profeſiors, what 


ws) 1 
fic wüh 
out x Speaker? To which I anſwer, Was not the Manifeſtatios pf 


Gods preſence and being filed with the Holy Ghoſt à benefit, 


Which they received as they fate waiting in ſilence. 
They met topreach the Word, contribute, and other holy Du- 


N- 3. How-mucb of the Firſt day did they ſpend in Religi- 
ous Practice? ; 

Avſ. Mar. 16. 2, Early in the Morning the Firſt gay of the 
week they came to the Sepulchre, while the Sun was yet riſing , and 


at the third hour, which we call the ninth hour, Peter liſt up his 
Voice and preached that powerful Sermon, and at the ninth hour 


of Prayer, which peopleicall three a clock. Peter and John went 
into the Temple and preached Chriſt and the Reſurrection, 4d. 


20. 7. le Firſt, d ef ehe weck the Diſciples came together , and 


Paul preached to them until midnight : it is probible by Scripture. 
— the whole day in holy Dutics'& left no room for ſervile 
Work, Bargains, Accounts, nor Journies, except about 17 ion, 
1 Cor. 46. . As 1 laue ordained in al the: Charebes of Galatia , 
ſo doe: every Firſt day of the-week lay-up for the Poor; Cry 
notes the continuance of their holy Practices, - ; 
Note, if Chriſtians now under the Goſpel-Miniſtration have not 
ſome time of reſt outwardly for themſelves, their Sons and their 


Daughters, their Servants and Cattel, then we are in greater bon- 


dage than the Jews were under the Law. Did God take pity on 
the Servants and Cattel then, and ſaid , they ſhall reſt as well as 
thee, and is his Mercy leſs now? if any think I go about to ſet up 
an old Firſt day, which is Superſtition, let them know, that my in- 
tent is to ſtop Prophaneneſs and Covetonſneſs, which is Idolatry; 
and I do, in the Fear of God, warn all the careleſs and greedy ones, 


that mind earthly things, that they —_ offence to the Jew, nor 


to the Greek, nor to the Church of 
3. Concerning Religions Meeting. 


5 . 7 Hat is the right time of keeping and coming to Re- 

* ligious Meetings to worſhip Gd? 
Anſ. Gods Worlkip under the Goſpel-Miniſtration is not ty#d 
to day's, times, nor places. Ve obſerve Days, Months, * and 
| Years: 
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Years: I doubt I have beſtowed my labour in vain, ſaid Paul. Neit- 
ther at this Mountain, nor in 7eraſalem ſhall men worſhip, but the 
true Worſhippers ſhall. wonſhip the Father in Spirit in Truth, 
where and when Gods Spici in bis people ſhall appoint : then it is 
to be kept ſtrictly , forecaſting to prevent all lets and incumbran- 
ces. To fee people come together juſt at the time appointed is a 
comfort and encouragement: I rejoyced, ſaid the Man, whes - 
tbey ſaid, come lit us go up together to the Houſe of the Lord, und he 

will teuch u bis way, and we will walk in bis paths e but to neglect 
coming to Meetings at the time appointed, and ſleeping in Mee- 
tings is a hinderance, a ſhame, and an ill example, which may be 


prevented by faithful, diligent Watching and Prayer ; and eater 


not into teraptavion. „ 222 24 
Queſt. 2. Is not threr or four hours over long; ſome may be 


weak of Body, and ſome map be bindred, and cannot come 2 ode 


time appointed, though they deſire it? ud | 
An, If any are weak of Body God will have mercy , and not 
facrificez God requireth no more than he giveth : ler all that are 
weak of Body, or hindered, not famexcuſes; but clear their Con- 
ſciences before God, ind Got will ctrar them before Men. 


_ -" Queſt, 3. If there ſhoul#be any found that neglect coming to 


Meetmgs at the time appointed, and ſleep in Meetings, what condi- 
tion are chey in? 2 — 

Anſ. Jerem. 48. 10. Curſed is he that doth the work, of the Lord 
negligeniely Let every particular take notice what bath befalen 
fach as have been negligent and diſobedient to Gods Requirings : 
Faul loſt his Kingdom without recovery, Ely loſt the Prieſthood , 
God ſware that Ely*s Houſe ſhould not be purged with Sacrifice 
nor burnt —— ever i feruſalem for neglecting the day 
of their Viſitation, the things belonging to their peace were bid from 
their eyes for ever: but Davidbeing obedient to Gods Command- 


ment was wiſer than his Teachers, and ſtronger than his Enemies: 


and the faichful Servant, that improved his Talent, entred into his 
Maſters joy. e 


4. Of the Difference between the True and Falſe Church. 


Ome Nations call themſelves a true viſible _ z which,they 
Jay, is known by three marks; truth of Doctrine, right Admi- 
niſtratiom of Sacraments, and Diſcipline, © - * 1. The 
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1. The troe Primitive Church had Truth of Doctrine bokdiny 


forth Confeſſion of Sin,Repentance & turning from all Sin, i child 


hood, — and overcoming : 28, 1 ohm 2. Rev. a, 3. Chap- 
ters 2 but the Falſe Church, if they do grant Confeſſion of Sin 
and Childhood, yet no turning from all Sin: yet ſome of the 
Preachers bave granted to me, that a man may have a Conſcience 
void of offence to God and Man; and retain ſuch a condition, if 
watchful.; then whereis the fin ? | 
0b. There is much talking, but where is the Man that is free 
from all Sin ? 

Anſ. Doubtleſs there are many, though the blind World cannot 
ſee them, Chriſt was free from all Sin; yet the unbelieving Jews 
ſaid he was a Glutton, a Bibber of Wine, a friend of Pablicans and 
Sinners. Again, there are many that ean witneſs a- Growth , 
and believe a Freedom, though as yer in the War, and inthe Tra- 
vel; but all that do not believe Freedom from all Sin can never 
attain to it, being out of the true Faith, without which it is im- 
poſſible to pleaſe God. | a 

Note, All the Sects, Names and Churches, ſo called, are but one 
falſe Church : the later Sets have talked much of Reformation-, 
and the ſubtilty bath gotten a finer dreſs in the ſeeming : but that 
Profeſſion of Chriſt, which ſeemeth moſt like Chriſt, and Scrip- 
ture, and Spirit, and is not the ſame in truth is the greateſt Anti- 
chriſt in the world. 8 

2. The true Church Doctrine is, that Perfection is attainable 
in this Life: The end of Chriſts Miniſtery is to perfect the Saints, 
and Paul preached Wiſdom among them that were perfect: but 
the falſe Church, both Miniſter and people, ſay, it is a dangerous 
Errogr, to hold perfection attainable in this Life: ſaying, 

- Queſt. What perfection do you mean? 

4nſ.. 1, There is Perfection, to which nothing can be added, 


and ſo no man but God is perfect. 


2. There is perfection from fin, and fo the firſt Adam was 
made perfect by Creation, and true Believers are made perfe& by 
Redemption; elſe Chriſt Jeſus,the ſecond Adam, hath leſs power to 


deliver Man out of ſin, than the firſt Adam had to bring him into ſin. 


perfection of Believers from ſin hath Degrees in it. 
-Firſt, To believe that perr̃ection is attainable, ſuch are in mez- 
ſare perſect: Perfettionem habet qui credit in Chrifium, be that 


belit dab in Chriſti is perfect. 2. There 


. down together in the heavenly places , ha 


(9) Eres” 


:*2, There is a Growth, and in ſome more than others, 4 1. 


ef u 45 are perfeſt, let us be thus minded, ſaid Paul. 


3. There is Perfection from ſin, tranſgreſſion finiſhed : ſome do 
not believe there is ſuch a ſtate; others believe there is: but none 


knoweth it but they that are in it: nor none can come into it but 


they chat are led and guided by the Spirit of God in them. 

To pur all Objectors out of doubt, Paul hath recorded his own 
example of obtaining of freedom from fin, and alſo from the Law 
of (in, Rom. 8. and where there is no Law there is no Tranſgreſſi- 
on. Again, there is not only Freedom from Sin, ut Growth in Holi- 
neſs : the Man Chrilt Jeſus was not only free from din, but grew 


in Wiſdomand Stature, and ſuch as come to this ſtate grow up 


in Chriſt, the ReſurreRion and the Life in be Unity being ſer 
* 


ght a good tight, 
and witneſs the overcoming a ſtate the Wo - * 
make war againſt it. 

2. Concerning Sacraments, ſo called Mark 2, If I ſhould fay, 
that Baptiſm and the Lords Supper were Sacraments, I cannot tell 
how to prove it by Scripture-: I can prove by Scripture one Lord, 
one Faith and one Baptiſm, Epheſ. 4. 5. and all that are baptiſed 


knoweth not, 


into Chriſt bave-put on Chriſt, Gal, 3. 27. and I can prove by 


Scripture, that Chriſt is the Bread of Life, and that he ſtandeth ar 
the door and knocks, ſaying, If any man will hear my voice, and o. 
the door, I will come in and ſup with him, and he with me : 
at the falſe Church holds up ſhadows,and calls them Sacraments. 
Obj. Baptiſm with Water and breaking Bread were New Te- 
ſtament-Ordinances, %. ante; 
An,Baptiſm of Infants with Water hath ho command nor example 
in the Scriptures: let none diſpute that to be an Ordinance of God 
for ſhame z and Baptiſm of Men of years was John, Baptiſm, and 
to paſs away as Circumciſion and other ſhadows ; as John, the true 
Prophet, foretold, ſaying, He that cometh after me was before me, 
and's greater than I; he will taptize yon with the Holy ys and 
with Fire, 1 muſt decreaſe, but he muſt increaſe. Baptiſm with Wa- 
ter after Chriſts Death, which Death put an end to all ſhadows, 
was by condeſcention to the Jews - if Baptiſm had been an Ordi- 
nance to continue, why did not Paul uſe it to the Gentiles, of whom 


we are? Chriſt baptized none but his Diſciples, and Paul thanks 
God that he baptized none but r Tha Ga, and the Houſe- 


hold 
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hold of Stephanw ; If there were ſuch a neceſſity of Baptiſm, as PA 
piſts make, or ſuch a ſtreſs in it as Proteſtants make,what did be. 
come of all the Churches of the Gentiles that Paul planted ? 
Doubtleſs they received the ſubſtance without the ſhad os, as 
many thouſands of true Believers do at this day. Come forth all 
you Pleaders for Water- Baptiſm , try the difference: you ſay, 
Rgakers own one Baptiſm within, and preach a Chriſt within, and 
it is very true: but you plead for the ſign of Baptiſm without, and 
reach Chriſt without, and ſo are without Chriſt, ſaying, lo here, 
Breaking of Bread was in remembrance of Chriſts Death till be 
come, 1 Cor. 11, 26. Come, not as to Babes only, for ſo he was 
then come: but to ſtrong Men, in whom the Word of God abi- 
deth, who feed on Chriſt, the Life and Truth, without the Type; 
as all in the ſame Fayhdo feed in their meaſure. 
3. Concernin ipline, the 3 Mark, 1. Ia thetrue Church 
all things were done in order: the Prophets ſpake two or three, 
| if any thing were revealed to another that ſate by, the firſt held - 
his peace, 1 Cor. 14. but the falſe Church limit and confine their 
Miniſtery to one Man, and to one hour, by a Glaſs; if another 
| ſpeak, they account it diſorder, for which ſeveral have ſuffered ha- 
5 ling, ſtripes and impriſonment. | . 
| 2. The true Church Doctrine and Diſcipline. may be known by. 
T de four common Cauſes z efficient, material, formal and final. 
iN 1. The principal efficient Cauſe of the true Church-Mioiſtery is 
the Spirit of God z when Chriſt aſcended on high he gave Gifts. 
| unto Men, whereby they were made Miniſters. | 
| 2. The material Cauſe is the Goſpel of Chriſt , whereof Paul 
was not aſhamed. . 
| 3- The formal Cauſe is the movings of Gods Spirit , giving 
5 Words and Utterance, 
4. The final Cauſe or end is to edific the Body, and bring to . 
{ perfect Man. But the efficient Cauſe of the falſe Church · Miniſtery 
is Scool-Learning, Tongues, Arts and Sciences, and none to mini- 
Ker without a Licenſe ; 
2, The Matter of their Doctrine is the Letter of Scripture, and 
what they add to the Book. 
3. Their formal cauſe or manner is, to compoſe Words and 
Ts write them down, and then utter them by their Notes and M 2 
[| 4. Their final cauſe or end is to get Maintainance: but that 
& | 7 ay - 
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any cin be made perſeR they deny , and ſo deny the end of Chris 


Miniſtery, and prove themſelves no Miniſters of Chriſt : yer call 
vpon Men to repent, mortifie, be perfect as your heavenly Father is 
perfettʒ and yet ſay it is a dangerous error to hold Perfection: Oh 


God of Truth! when will it be, that all theſe deluded ones will 


hearken unto the Lord, who is manifeſting to them at this day, 
that Amichriſtian falſe Spirit that rules in the falſe Churches, 


5. Concerning Parents and Children, 


1. 1. Hat ſhould Parents do, that their Children may 
& V Vs orderly in Meetings and at all times? | 

Anſw. Let all Parents wait to receive the ſeaſoned ſavoury Wiſ - 
dom of God, and abide in it themſelves; all that are ordered by it 
may order their Children with it, beginning timely, 

1. Deny an Infant whatſoever is hurtful ,- oppoſe that old croſs 
Nature in its firſt appearance: ſome having tryed this way have 
trained up their Children in the meek Spirit to their comfort - 
but others, not beginning timely , their Children have grown 
ſtubborn, to their hearts great grief and torment. 

2, Inſtruct Children being capable daily and continually,and bes 
fore Meetings warn them to be orderly , elſe notice will be taken 
of them in Meetings let none diſturb themſelves and others z on- 
ly give a look, and ſomething will anſwer in the Child; aſter Mees 


| ing gire a reproof, if need be: Win Children by Love and Fair- 


neſs, if it may be; bur if they will not receive it, then a Rod is for 
the Fools back : bar if in the patience Parents do correct; be ſure 
of the victory, elſe many ſtripes may be loſt: let all Parents ben 
good example, & their words gracious, always ſeaſoued with Salt 
Cd. 4. 6. keeping themſelves and their Chilè ren orderly at all 
times, elſe they will hardly be orderly in Meetings; and ſtop them 
from idleneſs, vain talking, fooliſh jeſting and unſeemly apfarel, 
and hold them cloſe to School, or ſome honeſt imploymevt ; and 
counſel them to avoid ill company, and remember their Creator 
in the days of their youth, while the evil day comes not, Eccleſ. 
12 1. | 


Qweſt. 2. What is the Duty of Parents to their Children after 

their Childhood and Youth ? 

An. To inſtru and peay for men; Solomon was x wiſe Kingyyer 
B 2 his 


(18) 
his Mother inſtructed him concerning his Perſon and Kingdom; and © 
he declared her Prophecy in Writing, Prov. 31. cbs ſeven: Sons 
banqueted in their houſes, every one bis day, and called their three 
Siſters to eat and to drink with them: ob ſent and ſan&:ked them, - 
and offered burnt Offerings according to the number of them all, 
This did 5 ch continually. | 

2. Some Children ſeem to own Truth, and come to Meetings, 
but are like Herod, that heard ohn Baptiſt gladly , and did man 
things; but have ſome Herodia's right Eyes and right Hands, wit 
which they will not part: ſuch are to be reproved & inſtrutedwith. _ 
out delay: but if theywill not heai ken, tell it to one or twoWitneſ. 
ſes; if any one refule to hear them, tell it to the Church; if de 

re fuſe to hear the Church, let him be as a Heathen and a Publican : 
ſuch Children may be their own Deſtruction and their Parents 
Sotrow, but not their Sin- but if Parents miſs their time, ſome- 
thing may lie heavy without remedy. 

3. Some Children do not own Truth, nor come to Meetings, 
yet ſuch are to be exhorted by their Parents, with ſuch Argumerts 
as God may give in: as, What will it profit thee, to win the whole 
World, and fs thy Soul ? and how wilt thou like that Sentence , 
Go ye curſed into everlaſting re, where the Worm dieth not, and the 
Fire is unquenchable , endleſs, eaſeleſs and remedileſs; no place 
of Repentante there, no Advocate nor friend to ſpeak for thee, 
but Torment, Oh! and crying to all eternity? | 
' Queſt. 3. Having conſidered the Duty of Parents to Children, 
what is the Duty of Children to their Parents in Childhood, Youth 
and Age, and what Bleſſings to the good, and what Judgments fell 
upon the bad? 

eAnſw. The Duties of Children to Parents are, Honour, Qbe-. 
derce, Love and Thankfulneſs : if I be a Father where is mine 
Honour? Honour thy Father and ty Mother, is the firſt. Com- 
mandment with Promiſe. | 
- 1. Chriſt honoured his Parents, and at twelve years of age went 
down :o Vaxzuereth, and was obedient to them, and is the beloved, 
of his Father, in whom he is well pleaſed : bur the little Children, 
that came out of the City, like'ſome ill. bred Children now, mocked 
the Propyet Eli ſha, and two Bears came out of the Foreſt and tore 
m pieces two and forty of them, - 

2, Solo non honoured Bath ſheba bis Mother, and when ſhe went 
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the Land of Egypt, a Father to P 
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(013) | 
to bim he roſe up fo meet her; and the King ate-down-uþdn his © 
Throne, and cauſed a Seat to be ſet for the Kings Mother, and She" - 
fate at his right band; and God blefſed Solomon with Wiſdom , 
Riches and Honour, none like him: But Abſolom his Brother e- 
ſteemed not David his Father, but ſought to undermine and take 
away his Kingdom but Gods Judgments oyerrook Abſolom , he 
was bang d by the Head in an Oak,and — thruſt 3 Darts through 
him and his ten men compaſſed the Oak and flew bim. — 

3. Foſeph ſhewed his Love and Thankfulneſs to Facob:.his Fa- 
ther when he and his Family were in want, and ſaid to bis Bre- 
thren , Go tell Jacob, y Father, this ſaith thy Son Joſeph ; com 
down into Egypt & tarry not: thou ſhalt dwell in the Land of Goſhen, 
and ſpalt be near me; alſo Iwill nouriſh thee : make haſt. and bring. 
him bither : and God bleſſed b and made him Ruler over all 

araoh, and Lord over bis Houſe: 
bot Eſau was untbankful to Iſaac his Father, and unkind to Pacob, 
his Brother, who occaſioned his Travel and hard Service : but 
_ hated Eſas, and his Sced was curfed, and enemies to \Gods 

Ople. N | ; 17 S&H; 88411 87 
E Moſes, a great Prophet, bonoured Jethro, his Father in Law. a 
Midianitiſh Prieſt, & hearkned to his Counſel, and eaſed limſelf of a 
heavy burden in his Govertiment, and gave great ſatisfaction to all 
Iſrael : and God bleſſed Maſes and was with. him: but Lots two 


Sons in Law eſteemed not Zoe their Fuber , but accounted him a2 | 


Mocker : ſo the Lord rained: down Fire and Brimſtone from the 
Lord out of Heaven, and overthrew them with the unclean Su- 
mites, who ſuffer the vengeance of eternal Fire. 
Note, here is a Looking-Glaſs for Children to ſee themſelyes iu, 
if the Lord open their eyes; eſpecially ſuch as grieve and pull away, 
but not nouriſh and comfort their Parents: let all ſuch mind Gods 
Judgments upon unkind Cbildren, and not think to ſpeed. any. 
better, it ough they may. eſcape for a time, . 8 | 


6. Concerning Famly- Duties. 


1. V J Hat are the Duties to be perſormed in Families ? 
% Anſ. Waiting, Reading, Prayer and Speaking 


1. We are to wait fox the Promiſe of the Father-for Power from 


on bigh, .- 
| 2, Many 


(74) | 
2. Many have been:comforted by reading the Scriptures , ind 
| — convinced by reading Friends Books before they heard a 
niters 1 . | 

3. For Prayer, what Chriſt ſaid unto bis Diſciples he ſaid to all, 
Watch memy. L 

4. For Teaching, Parents and Maſters are to inſtruct their Fa- 
milies: Come Children (faid David) bearken and I mol teach you 
the fear of the Lord: If there be but Man and Wife: they have the 
ſame authority and promiſe as the greateſt Meetings have: 
when two or three are gathered in the name of Jeſus , they ma 
keep a private Meeting and wait upon the Lord; or any that will: 
may joyn with them: here is variery,not only filent waiting, which 
it may be is hard to ſome, but alfo Reading, Prayer and Speaking; 
what more pleaſantneſs car 2 good and honeſt heart deſire, that 
labaureth for the Meat that endureth to everlaſting life, and to 
lay up treaſures for themſelves in Heaven? 

veſt. 2. When are theſe Duties to be performed ? 

. When the motion of Gods Spirit is received, and known 
enabling thereunto : this is the right time to perform any part of 
Gods Worſhip, publick or private : know certainly and follow 
tairhfully Gods infallible Spirit of Truth, and never run before. 

1. Come forth now all you that are in the Sets and Opinions, 
whether you are called Papiſts, Presbyte>s, Indepen Baptiſts, 
that are puft up with your Knowledg, and Gifts natural and ac- 
quired; bur know not God ; for you turn your Gilrs the wrong 
way, like Moab, Am, Amadleck & the Nations, who, bring gifted 
with Riches and Strength, joyned together againſt Gods People. 

2. Come forth all vou Raman Cat bolic s, that have been deep 
in the Blood of the Saints and Martyrs, yet fay you are the Mother. 
Chureb and ſo indeed you ure, the fitſt in Apoſtacy, the Mother of 
all the falſe Churchet, who are: deſcended from you, and are like 
you in much if not moſt of your ways of worſhip, vden their Do- 
Qrine, Diſcipline and Maintenance come to be examined. f 

g. Conie forth all you Literal Profeſſors, that gender to Dead- 
neis and Bondage under your Morning and Evening Oblations, 
and ſet᷑ · Graces; a+} have had large experience of; hen I was in 
them many years. ä a 
4. Come forth ydu gathered Churches, whether Prezbyters , 


Inde pendents or Baptiſt s, that are in your e tempore whe 
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” WS I 


r 


| (15) 
forehand Setmods, which ſeem to many, 4s if they were made b 
the Spirir, but are made in your own — Memory and 
Parts : and it cannot be otherwiſe; for you conſeſs, you know not 
the Spirits infaluble motion, then you are in the fallible ; and fle- 


ri is to deceive; and ſo you are deceiving and deceived: and what - 


are you better than the prophane, that are of no Religion, or Hea- 
then, that know not God ? — you hinder the Spirits 
Work by your ſubtilty: you bave on the Sheeps Clothing, but ra- 
vens inwardly, and by good Words and fair Speeches deceive the 
Hearts of the ſimple : they ſo depend oi your Miniſtry, that bard- 
ly any can get off to come where Truth is declared: no, not to the 
oors nor the windows, for fear or notice of others . warn 
them to take heed of Quakers becauſe ibey hold damnabſe Errors, 
Hereſies and Blaſphemits: and have ſaid, their Doctrine is worſe 
than Popery. Yon enter not, nor ſuffer ochers 3. but if you mean 
to carry it, come forth, and prove your Principles and Practices by) 
certain knowledg of Gods infallible Spirit in you, and Scripture- 
Teſtimony : . = — ight oy Love that did ap- 
in many of theſe gathe urches about thirty years ago, + 
how you are fallen from your firſt Love into darkneſs 12 
mity againſt the Light, where ever it ippears: which, when I con- 
ſider, my heart is filled with forrow and ſadneſs ; for the hurt ydu 
have done io your ſelves and many thouſands, and are the greateſt - 
enemies to true Chriſtianity : It is à dangerous thing for any to 
miſs Gods firſt viſitation, and hardly regained, if ever. 
3. Come forth Gg and Magog, and all you that fre enemies 
to Truth, by what Names or Titles ſoever you be called , with all 
the Strength that you and your Father, the Devil, can make. LO, 
I meet you in the Name, in the Strength and Power of my God, 
ſtanding in the Apoſtolical Primitive Church - Doctrine and Pra- 
Rice, without Gena and Species, Logick, or Club-Law, - 


; T. L. 
A compaſſionate hear loving Leitento the Presbyters, 
ladependents and Baptiſts. Ll 
Friends, | 


M Hearts deſire to God, is for your everlaſting happineſs, as 
VI for my own Soul. L with you would call to z that near 
thirty years, ſigee many, it not moſt of us, mere near in . 
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and Affection, when the Miniſters and people of the Nation called 
us New Lights, and it was the ſame Light, though we knew ir not; 
which is gow more clearly; manifeſt; Glory be to God for ever- 
more. When we began to diſſent from their dead and formal 
ways of Worſhip, they ealled us Seckers, and indeed we were ſo 
and in the ſeeking, ſome went forward and were found of the 
Light: but too many return - backward into the darkneſs from 
whence they were coming out: and although ſome of you think, 
that you are wholly gathered out of the national: Churches, and 
have other Names z yet what do you differ from them? 1. You 
deny Perfection and Fredom from Sin, 2. You hold up Shadows, 
and call them Sacraments. -3. ou deny that you have the ſame 
infallible Spirit that the Prophets and Apoſtles had, and reject them 
that miniſter, by it: and hat is all the reſt of your Stuff worth, 
wherein you ſeem to differ? I was zealous Puritan at 11 or 12 
years. of age, about 62 years ſince, ind went 3 or 4 miles to hear 
a Sermon, and ſometime-alone; by my ſelf , ſince” that there have 
not been any of all the Sets, Names or Churches did miſs mydiligent 
inſpection, and continued ſearch into them : and it is poſſible I may 
know more of the Dectrines of theſe ways of. Worthip than many 
ſee where you are, and do heartily wiſh that you may ſee it 

and come to the Knowledg of the Truth in Love; then you wou 
ſoon. leave contending , diſputing and writing againſt the Truth. 
It will be your Wiſdom and Happineſs to leave your willing and 
running and come into the true Silence of the Fleſh and Spirit, 
waiting patiemly for Gods infallible Spirit ro guide and lead you: 
ſo you may underſtand the Truth and Scriptures/alſo + which you 
8 never do, ſo long as you deny Ioſpiration, Revelation and Ia- 

allibility - | 

Friends, far be it from me to reproach or envy any perſon: 
O mia vincit amor, Love overcomes all things: My delign is, to caſt 
down the Kingdom and Spirit of Dat kneſs, and advance Gods glo- 
rious Light which now ſhinethi - this is our God, we have waited 
for him; it is come, it is come, Glory be to God for evermore. 
And ſo in tender Love I have cleared my Conſcience , rig you 

to bis Mercy and Gogdne's, with whom all things are poſſibſe. 

En 3575) 7.5 W eee To Tha. Lawrence, 
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7. A daily Direction to duel in Hiaven. 


1. Every Morning when thou awakeſt feel the Light of Life, 
the Juſtification of Life, Rom, 5. all Sins paſt blotted out, Conſci- 
ence clear, the ſinleſs, innocent ſtate known, Righteouſneſs, Peace 
and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt witneſſed, wherein the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven conſiſteih; Rom. 14. 17. Go not forth. | 

2. Feel the irt ef Grace and Fupplication. F 
Take notice what particulars it moveth to, pray and give 
thanks for and anſwer it: receive not the Grace of God in vaing 
theſe above may be uſed alone or in company, in Meetings or Mar- 
, ik -; ahi | | 
3. Mind the buſineſs of the preſent day, to order affairs 
concerning thy ſelf, Children, Servants and Dealers: want of pro- 

vident forecaſt cauſeth confuſion, 5 15 

4+ Diſpatch affairs juſtly with diligence ; beat croſſes with pati- 
ence, mind the heavenly life, keeping every day a Sabbath; ceaſe 
from thyjown works, think not thy own thoughts ſpeak not a vain. 

ord. | " 

Be watchful to overcome the evils of Paſſion, Neglect, or 
what thou art moſt incident to fall into, performing Family-Duties 
in due time, Ob Iſrael, forget me not, ſaith the Lord, Iſa. 44.21. 

6. Every night examine my ſelf how thou haſt ſpent that day; 
if any fin , Confeſſion and forſaking of Sin muſt be before true 
Peace and Joy. Ow 

7. Commit all into the Light of Life, lie down in the victory, o- 
vercoming, and freedom from, all Sin, fo dwell in Heaven: | 
the Beaft, by power from the Dragon, will open his Mouth unto 
Blaſphemy againſt God, to blaſpheme his Name and Tabernacle , 
nnd them that dwell in Heaven, Rev. 13. 6. This daily Direction 
| is an Abridgment of the ſix Trestſes going before, to revive and 
. continue the Life and Practice of them. 
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A Catalogne of fome though not all the Failings noted in this Book. 


17 T O grieve and queneh the Spirits Motions. 
2. Tv teach or pray without the Spirits Motion. 
3. To ſit ſilent, and the Mind wandring - Meetings, 7 
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4. That is not in humility, but in the exalted nature. 
5. That is provokgd to Paſſion, _ ö 
6. Not redeemed from the earth, and without guile- 
7. That ordereth not themſelves and Children in Gedi Wiſdom, , 
8. That uſeth unſavoury words, not gratious words always. 
9. Negligent. and untimely coming to Meetings. 
10. That thinketh Meetings long, 
11. Looking for deliverance outward, and enemies within. 

12. Living in the form of Truth, not in the Power, ; 
13, That | vor in Meetings. 
14. That prizeth not the benefit of ſilent Meetings. 
15. That faileth to inſtruft aud pray for Children. 
16. That keepeth not a clear Conſcience 10 God and Man. 
17. That neglecteth the daily Direction any day. 

f 


As theſe Failings are overcome by degrees, ſet the fame Figure 
at the end of the Line, and ſo rejoyce in dying daily : and ſee whe. 
ther there is a growing or declining, One at the firſt reading ſer 
down ſomg as he bad overcome. | ; 


Something concerning the Uſe and Abuſe of Latin. 


* 'Hy. ſhould ſuch ſpeak Latin words that cannot ſpeak 

_ V V true Latin always? : 
Anſ. Doubtleſs there have been many Scholars in Univerſities 
and Countries alſo, that have taken leave ſometimes to break Priſ⸗ 

giant Head, ſpeak falſe, Latin. 8 
| 0bj. Paul accounted Tongues Loſs and Dung after his Conyer- 

ſion : and ſome Quakers do not own Latin, 
Anſ. There is a People fearing God, that the Mockers do call 
Quakers, that do not own ſuch prophane, heatheniſh, dirty ſtuff, 
and unſavoury, ſcuxrilous words, as are in Pucrile Confabulati: 
*uncule and Colloquia S colaſtica, or Terence Ptay-Bookt, and hea» 
theniſh Comedies, or Ovid de Arte Amandi, his Art of Love., or 
rather, of beaſtly Luſt, wirh ſo many filthy, laſcivious, unclean 
expreſſions, all unfit for Children to be taught: nay, as Paul 
ſaid, not fir to be named, but to be abhorred of all that own the 
Name of Chriſtians, | | 

Yer, if one ſhould adyife the Tranſlators, and Scholars, to take 
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out of the Sc1001-Books, all ſuch unclean, heatheniſh words, and 
burn them: it is like they would laugh at it: but Wiſdom will 
laugh at their Deſtri c' on, and mock when their Fear cometh ſud- 
denly,*like a Whirlewind, Read Prov. 1. | 
But Latin, as it is a Language, may be uſeful : Firſt, for the bet- 
ter writing and reading true Engliſh, 2. It is more ſignificant than 


Engliſh, and the ground of our belt £ngl:sſh words. 3. A Tongue 


molt fit for Travellers. 4. In all Diſcourſe Learning bath domini- 
on over Ignorance, 5, It is very beneficial to compare the Tranſla- 
tions of Scripture : take two or three examples : 

1. Gen, 10, The Angel ſaid unto Lot, we will abide in the ſtreet - 
all night , Sumus pernottaturi, we are about to abide; like amatu- 
ru, to love, or about to love, a Participle of the Future in rus. 

2. Job 2 9. Jobs Wife ſaid, Curſe God and die: another Tranſ- 


lation is, Blaſpheme God and die : the Latin is, Benedicendo Deo 


atque moriendo, ſpeak well to God. or bleſs God and die. 

3. John 1.9. He ligbteth every many the Latin is, illuminat 
omne m homine m, he inlighteneth every man; that cometb, the Latin is 
venientem, coming, a Participle of the Preſent and Preterimperfect 
Tenſe : doth inlighten, did inlighten ſo ſoon as the creature was in. 
telligent, coming into the world, 

I tad ſome entrance in the Grammar School about 13 years of 
age, threeſcore you T loſt, not ſeeiag the benefit of comparing 
Tranſlations and other advantages by Latin: therefore I wiſh o- 
thers to be wiſer,and Ido adviſe all youths that have opportunity to 
get the Latin Tongue in ſome meaſure, and not loſe it : the Bible 
is tranſlated out of the Zebrew and Greek: ſo you. bave all the 
three Tongues, 

Oj. But the Tran{lators may deceive you. 

Anſ. If we have no better guide than Tranſlators we may be 
deceived. Apain, the Hebrew and Greek have been tranflxed al- 
ſo, who knoweth how often: all that compare Tranſlations inthe - - 
fear of God with deſire, and endeavour to practice what they know, | 
will not blame tne for this counſel, 

Anſ. 2 Paul accounted Tongues loſs and dung, in compariſon - 
of the excellent Knowledg of Chriſt, but Paul did approve of 
the ſtrange Tongues, if they interpret, ſaying , Covit to Prophe- 
cie, and forbid not to ſpeak, Languages; and reckoned diverſity of 
Tongues among the Gifts of God, 1 Cor, 12, 10. to one is — 
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* * Jiſcerning of Spirits, to another diverſity of Tongues : a Pau 
thanks God, that he ſpake more Languages than they all, 1 Cor, ag, 
10, yet Paul needed not Latin to preach the Goſpel of Chriſt : 
and Gods Miniſters, that the blind world have called Qz«kers, can 
preach theeverlaſting Goſpel, though they do not know Latin: 
and there are many that have learned Latin in their youth, and 
cannot tell howto uſe it in their age; and ſo loſe all their hard las 
bour,charge and precious time; and then diſcourage Parents from 
ſending Children,from going to the Latin School,running out of x 
error into another, ſaying Latin will do your Children no good, 
except you mean to make them Miniſters: Vah heu I out alas | God 
never ordained Latin nor Greek; neither to make Miniſters of 
Chriſt : 7oſephs Brethren ſaid unto Pharaoh, we are Sheepherds, 
both we and our Fathers, the Prophet Eliſba a Plow- man, Amos 
a Herds-man : the Apoſtles of Chriſt Fiſhermen , Tanners and 
Tent-makers, yet all Prophets and Miniſters of the Lord, without 
the help of Latin or Greek, only by the Light and Spirit of Chriſt, 
the Door, and whoſoever climbeth up another way, ile fur eſt & 
latro, he is a thief and a robber, Joh. 10. 1. 

| Tho. Lawrence. 
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He brief Anſwer to three Books, is annexed to ſome of 

the foregoing Treatiſes; where ſome Queſtions are 

Anſwered largely: As 1ſt. Concerning the practice of the 

Falſe Churches, Treatiſe 3d. 2. Of Prayer, Treatiſe rt, 

3. Of Reading the Scriptures, Treatiſe 6th. 4. yh Baptiſme 

and the Lords Supper, Treatiſe 3d. -5, Of perfeFion and 
freedom from all. Sin, Treatiſe 3d. 
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